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Tower Hamlets is a city within a city 
� with a diversity of people, places, 
businesses and opportunities. We have 
always welcomed the world to Tower 
Hamlets, and as a result we�re where 
the world chooses to do business. 
It is our welcoming nature and our 
entrepreneurial spirit which make Tower 
Hamlets such a great place to live, visit, 
learn, work and invest. 

People are Tower Hamlets� strength, and as 
Mayor, my priority is putting local people �rst. 
New development has an important role to play 
in supporting social mobility in the borough. 
I therefore welcome inward investment, 
where the bene�ts �ow to our residents. 
This means creating a�ordable homes and 
good jobs, creating a�ordable workspaces 
for small businesses, driving improvements 
to infrastructure, and keeping families and 
communities in the neighbourhoods they have 
called home for generations. 

The Council is laser focused on accelerating 
good growth. Since April 2022, we have 
granted permission for over 21,000 new 
homes. In the last 12 months have supported 
the development of JP Morgan�s new tower 
HQ and Visa�s European HQ move to Canary 

Wharf. We have also expanded the Hackney 
Wick and Lower Lea Valley Creative Enterprise 
Zone, and continue to strengthen the 
borough�s creative economy. 

Over the next few years our vision is to 
go even further, regenerating our estates 
and revitalising our high streets. We are 
directly enabling growth through the Mayor�s 
Accelerated Housing Programme (MAHP), 
delivering over 3,000 new homes over the 
next �ve years. Through our developing Local 
Plan, we are unlocking tens of thousands of 
new homes and jobs at pace with private and 
social housing partners, creating real bene�t 
for communities alongside real returns for 
investors. We are committed to working in 
partnership with you to realise our shared 
bene�t, and will provide full and consistent 
support to development which can deliver on 
local priorities.

Future Places lays out Tower Hamlets� 
approach to partnership, our key growth 
sectors and our ambition for signi�cant 
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development in places across the 
borough. If you�d like to be part of the 
next chapter of Tower Hamlets� story, 
don�t hesitate to reach out � my team 
and I stand ready to discuss how best 
we can work together.

Mayor Lutfur Rahman
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Introducing our Future Places
Tower Hamlets has always been a place 
that embraces the future. We have been 
the gateway to London since Roman 
times, and the home of trade in the 
capital from the Industrial Revolution 
onwards. We engineered renowned 
docks and grew new industries, 
surrounded by the Thames, rivers and 
canals. We welcomed immigrants and 
embraced their identity as part of our 
own. To address overcrowding and poor-
quality housing, we delivered Britain�s 
� rst council homes. When economic 
tides turned, we remade the Docklands 
as Canary Wharf, a hub for the new 
global trade of � nance and commerce. 

Tower Hamlets is not done changing. We are 
ready to take full advantage of the unique 
opportunities in the borough, that are unlike 
anywhere else in London. We also have 
real challenges to address. Delivering great 
development in London�s fastest growing 
and most dense borough will take dedication 
and ambition. We want to develop new and 
improved spaces for living and working � 
creating many more high quality homes and 
jobs � with new development enhancing the 
unique identity of each place.

Given the scale and breadth of opportunity in 
Tower Hamlets, we have created Future Places 
to lay out our key priorities for growth in the 
borough�s catalytic places. These are the areas 
which will see some of the most signi� cant 
change over the next few decades, and will be 
the biggest drivers of growth in homes, jobs 
and prosperity.

We have also identi� ed the top immediate 
opportunities across Tower Hamlets � to jump 
straight to these, see Page 14.
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We�re set up to back new homes and jobs
Our award-winning planning service deals with 
over 90% of applications within the statutory 
period, and has helped Tower Hamlets to 
deliver over 38,000 homes since 2011 (more 
than any other London borough). Our fast 
track service, full pre-application o�er and 
specialist expertise in areas such as tall 
buildings and viability mean that we can help 
partners accelerate complex development. Our 
emerging Local Plan will help deliver 52,000 
homes over the next 15 years.

We�re investing in infrastructure
We understand that development needs to be 
supported by good quality infrastructure. Our 
infrastructure planning team is using council 
and CIL funding to invest in infrastructure that 
supports delivery of viable development, such 
as a new £12m bridge across the River Lea.

We�re open for business
Tower Hamlets supports companies of every 
size, from local �rms in industrial arches and 
markets to high-growth specialist sectors, 
connecting investors to strong supply chains 
and a skilled workforce. Our specialist teams 
such as Business Support and Employment & 
Skills are leading the way in London, and their 
impact is measurable: creative jobs are up 64% 
in Hackney Wick and Fish Island, and we have 

We’re the place to invest
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the highest productivity in the UK per hour 
worked. For our development partners, we 
can provide senior-level access and bespoke 
support to help our partners move faster and 
unlock opportunity across the borough.

We�re willing to use our enabling powers 
The Council will use all tools at our disposal, 
including compulsory purchase, rights 
to light, acquisitions and 
support for grant funding 
bids by partners, 
to help unlock 
development 
which aligns to 
our ambition 
for our future 
places.

KPF
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